
SUMMARY OF THE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO THE LAWS OF CRICKET 2017 CODE 

There are still 42 Laws, although two previous Laws have been deleted, with two additions.  The significant 

changes are: 

• The Handled Ball Law has been deleted, with its contents merged into Obstructing the Field, reducing 

the list of dismissals from ten to nine.  This will have no effect on whether a batsman is dismissed; rather, it 

is just the method of dismissal that might be changed. 

• The Lost Ball Law has been deleted and is now covered under Dead Ball. The umpire is satisfied that the 
ball in play cannot be recovered (‘lost’ within the playing area. It is considered lost if it can’t be found or 
recovered (gone down a drain or into a river), runs scored are those runs completed plus the run in 
progress if the batsmen had crossed at the time when Dead ball is called. 
 
• The old Law 2 players off the field of play has been divided into two separate Laws, relating to the 
batsmen (Law 25) and the fielders (Law 24).  These Laws have changed the concept of Penalty time, which 
starts to accrue immediately when a player leaves the field (There is no more 15 minutes grace period) and 
which will also now affect when the player may bat. Time off the field up to a maximum of 90 minutes 
must be served back on the field before a player is allowed to bowl. Further if the a player still has penalty 
time to serve and his team is now batting then he cannot bat until the penalty time is served or 5 wickets 
have fallen. 
Players who suffer an external injury on the field are not subject to penalty time. e.g hit in the leg or a cut 
to the elbow. They may leave the ground for treatment and return without having to serve penalty time. 
 
• Law 5 (The Bat) places limits on the thickness of the edges and the overall depth of the bat.  The 

maximum dimensions will be 108mm in width (unchanged), 67mm in depth with 40mm edges. Existing 

bats can still be used as there will be a grace period for manufacturers to produce bats within 

specifications.  

• Law 8.3.4 (The Wickets) has been changed, to help prevent injuries, to allow specially designed 

mechanisms which tether the bails to the stumps, thereby restricting the distance that they can fly off the 

stumps but without limiting their ability to be dislodged. 

• LAW 18 - Scoring runs The Lost ball Law has been deleted from the Laws. Therefore, the references to 

runs scored from Lost ball have been deleted.  When the umpires consider a ball to be lost, runs scored 

are those runs completed plus the run in progress if the batsmen had crossed at the time when Dead 

ball is called, as outlined in Law 18.9. 

 

• LAW 18 - Scoring runs For deliberate short runs (Law 18.5), the first and final warning when deliberate 

short runs have occurred has been removed, since this is considered as cheating and should therefore 

carry an immediate penalty without a warning. 

• LAW 18 - Scoring runs A new section (18.10 Crediting of runs scored) clarifies in a more appropriate 
place how runs are scored.  Note that the scoring of Byes and Leg byes from deliveries which are No 
balls is discussed later. 
 

• Law 20 (Dead Ball) HELMETS  the Ball is NO longer automatically dead when it lodges in the helmet of a 
fielder and as such has been removed from the Dead Ball law. Helmets worn by the fielder are now live 
and catches, run outs and stumpings can be made from a ball touching a worn helmet of a fielder. 
 

• LAW 21 – No ball The previous Law disallowed underarm bowling, there was no penalty for it, so the 
new Law 21.3 introduces a penalty which is equivalent to that for a thrown delivery. In the modern 
game, where suspect bowling actions tend to be reported after the game rather than called 



immediately, the second and final warning has been withdrawn. Any delivery called on the field of play 
must be a clear ‘throw’, which will incur a first and final warning, before suspension if repeated. 
 

• LAW 21 – No ball Section 7 of this Law, covering a ball bouncing more than twice or rolling along the 

ground, has been amended.  The change means that it will be a No ball if the ball bounces more than 

once before reaching the popping crease.  This brings the Law in line with the professional game, and 

what is commonly agreed in competent recreational cricket, after bowlers deliberately started to bowl 

balls which bounced twice, which was not a good spectacle for the game.   

 

• LAW 21 – No ball when a ball lands off the pitch or hits the join between an adjacent artificial pitch 

and turf, then No ball will be called and signalled immediately. 

 

• LAW 21 – No ball Law 21.9 is a new section, which states that No ball and Dead ball are to be called 

immediately if a fielder intercepts a delivery before it reaches the striker.  This situation was not 

previously covered in the Law. 

 

• • Law 24 (Fielders’ Absence; Substitutes) now allows a substitute to keep wicket, only with the 

consent of the umpires. This is about player safety as wickeeping is a specialist position 

 

• LAW 26 - Practice on the field This Law has been rationalised to make it less prescriptive and giving the 

umpires more control as to what should be allowed. There must still never be any practice on the pitch 

itself.  There shall not be any practice on the rest of the square, except with the approval of the 

umpires. The requirement remains that any practice must not cause damage to the ball or to the pitch 

and must not waste time. It was felt that the penalty for breaches of this Law should be the same for 

the batting and fielding sides, so there is a 5 run penalty for both batting and fielding contraventions. 

• Law 30 (Batsman Out Of His/Her Ground) has been amended to give protection to a running or diving 

batsman whose bat bounces up after having been grounded beyond the popping crease. i.e if a batsman 

makes good his ground then the bat is considered in even if it bounces up. Applies to run out & stumpings. 

• LAW 33 - Caught If more than one fielder is involved in a boundary catch, the Law now states that any 

fielder making contact with the ball must either be grounded within the boundary, or his/her last 

contact with the ground before first touching the ball must have been within the boundary. 

 

• LAW 36 - Leg before wicket Part of Law 36.2 deals with what occurs when the ball is intercepted by the 

striker’s person.  As clarification, principally for TV slow-motion replays, an extra sub clause has been 

added to cover the situation where the ball appears to strike the pad and bat simultaneously. The Law 

now states that, if this happens, it is to be considered as the ball hitting the bat before the striker’s 

person and hence not to be considered for LBW. 

• Law 41.8 Bowling of deliberate FRONT FOOT NO BALL a deliberate front foot No balls will result in the 
bowler being suspended from bowling as it is unfair and potentially dangerous. 
 
• Law 41.15 Striker in the protected area now prevents the batsman from taking stance in a position 
where he/she will inevitably encroach on the protected area. It is unfair for strikers to stand in the 
protected area or so close to it that it will be encroachment is inevitable. The striker can mark guard on the 
pitch as long as it is not unreasonably close to the protected area. 
 
• Law 41.16 Non - Striker leaving his ground early has changed so that the non-striker risks being Run Out 
if he/she leaves his/her ground before the bowler would normally be expected to release the ball. This rule 



means that a bowler is permitted to run out the non-striker from the moment he commences his run up to 
when he would normally be expected to release the ball. If an attempted run out occurs and is 
unsuccessful the umpire shall call and signal Dead Ball. The ball shall not count as one in the over. 
 
• Law 41.17 above waist high full tosses has changed so all balls regardless of speed that are above waist 

of the batsman standing upright at the crease are to be called no balls. Only 1 permitted 2nd instance will 

result in removal & report of the bowler. 

• Law 41.3 Deliberate distraction, deception or obstruction of batsman (new) It is unfair for any fielder to 
wilfully to attempt by word or action to distract, deceive (eg mock fielding/throwing) or obstruct either 
batsman after receiving the ball. ACTION REQUIRED 

Immediately call and signal dead ball & immediately inform the other umpire 
Neither can be dismissed from that delivery 
The ball does not count as one of the over 
Any runs completed including the one in progress if the batsman have crossed shall count 
Batsman decide who shall face the next delivery 
Award 5 penalty runs & a conduct Report. 

 
• Law 41.2 The Match Ball –Changing Its Condition 
Any mud on the ball must done under the supervision of the umpire. A ball can only be polished on 
clothing – a cloth can be used on a wet ball only with approval of the umpires. 
 
• Law 42 (Player Conduct) replaces the old 41.18 which only gave the umpires the option to report players. 

This new Law gives an in-match consequence for poor on-field behaviour including, for the most serious 

offences, temporary or permanent removal from the field of play. This is a new Law that deals specifically 

with players’ misconduct and has been introduced to deal with deteriorating levels of behaviour. This Law 

is designed to give the umpires on-field penalties to tackle poor behaviour. However, as with other 

penalties under the Laws, these new sanctions are intended as deterrents, the presence of which should 

reduce the frequency of poor behaviour, so that they would only rarely be applied. 

All breaches, including the first offence under Level 1, will attract a report to the Executive of the 

Team(s) and the Governing Body.  

In the, hopefully unlikely, event that a Captain refuses to comply with the umpires’ instructions under Level 

3 or 4 then they will consider awarding the match if one captain is involved or abandoning the match if 

both refuse to comply and it is impossible to resolve matters.  This is covered in Law 42.6. 

 

 

 
 


